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Appellants respectfully present their Reply Brief on Appeal as follows: 
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The Examiner has failed to prove a case of anticipation under § 102(e). Despite all the 
Examiner's allegations, the Examiner's burden to prove anticipation is clear — each and every 
element of the claim must be disclosed by the reference in as great detail as claimed. 

Claim 1 requires defining a database for indicating functional relationships between a 
plurality of parts; and searching the database to identify one or more groups pf functionally 
interchangeable parts. Each of the Examiner's attempts to show either element fails, as 
Scheer never discloses any such database, and does not disclose any such detail in as great 
derail as claimed. 

The Examiner cites to paragraphs 147 and 171 : 

[6147] To further fariHiaic ihc intelligent order fuUtHnicai 
planning procedure, fur eacb line item wilhin *n order ibe 
agtDia may determine if in* distributor a** acccs* to any 
equivalent product* 302. In ibia. regard, aq equivalent prod- 
uct can be u product thai ha* the same function* and/or 
feature* a specified product. Preferably, tbc equivalent} 
of functions and feature* is determined a£ * function of 
product definitions provided by the distributor* It b further 
desired tbai T if incrc arc any supplier diversity rt quire mcoi» 
specified by U)c customer, ibex require flients will be taken 
into account when looking for equivalents. 

[0171] K a line iu>m *»niwi to ftlfe?d rang cutwr Uic 6r*i 
or sccaoa Iieruioas described above, * wird iteration of in^ 
M«p» deacrifrcd piwitHPrJy rn-ay t»c euiployed wjwrctfi fcul>- 
*iiruie iicm^» art considered 302. WUcn dub&IiTulc iccroa arc 
*c1cc&hJ for consider* (joo, if b> preferred tpai lb* iicm&- 
itfeauiw*! hciug, >u£fcU4liil*b3c be WfiDin cu»ioincr *p£citird 
p^TjOiHrtcr requirement* (c*.£„ I be viurtOmcr CttA Specify 
wbicb item attribute^ cap be varied and by how mucb). If ibc 
Cu^tuuici Abo &Ai Supplier di verbis} requirement*, ifte »y>- 
tcrn can talec thc*c into accouru wticn identifying auiuniv 

aUbotilUtCo. Jf tbC UnC <lf *Ur**tirulC ilcm^ d*-M=» QQl OUhJuCg 

viable lullillmcnl pUn, « furl tic f itcsfaiiuo ui' Uic abuvi? 
described Hicps may r>c pcrtorn>cta it" ine customer ba& 
indicated j willingAc** to wcccpi a bat*, order delay lor 
cuticr j line item ur for I be c«nire ortfer 30&. |a «sUiMiiuv 
with uif* {burin iteration, Ihc dob very date will he modified 
deacribvd previously auCU ITxxl the revised delivery tittle 
wiU aci 10 either ihc lirnc trxrtn the tka>i dUemniive itiat 
txa^la the original delivery lime or inc unu: ru^mrwd &jt u 
>f*:cial ofdtr from ih^ riiferjbffeeturer If (Acre cx*£fc» no 
docircjag plaq alternative u*io^ ,» eoafiuTticiurur eajufoc. Ii i» 
furln^r nutcd ibal item =»ulx»uuiuua may caiuw (be cunaumer 
oom ihrcabjukl uj be cxecedwd, fci lb a ease, ibe cUMontcr 
itb^uld tw presented >viUi like ^elevlcd (bird 4(cr^Uv* pl^n 
candidfttw logclbcr with Ibc ruatiiU Of (hv founb itcrsoiop 
ifrbtiruby (be cuziiomcr m&> chooac ic* cilbvr pay ibv bibber 
price fur iftc plan (b»x rocci ihs dslivfry rec]uircaicul» Or 
wait for i be Juw«;r price wiib a bacKufdcrcd fultilUDtai plan 
tram iteration four. 
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The Examiner has not proven his alleged anticipation. At most, Scheer discloses 
determining if the distributor has access to any equivalent products ($147), but does not say 
how. Scheer discloses that a customer can be provided with an option to take a substitute 
(5171) but does not disclose how to determine what products are substitutes. 

It is quite well settled that a "claim is anticipated only if each and every element as set 
forth in the claim is found, either expressly or inherently described, in a single prior an 
reference." Verdegaal Bras, v. Union Oil Co. of California, 814 F.2d 628, 631, 2 USPQ2d 
105 U 1053 (fed. Cir. 1 987) and The identical invention must be shown in as complete detail 
as is contained in the ... claim." Richardson v. Suzuki Motor Co., 868 F.2d 1226, 1236, 9 
USPQ2d 1913, 1920 (Fed. Cir. 1989). See, MPEP §2131. Without disclosing a database for 
indicating functional relationships between 4 plurality of parts; and searching the database to 
identify one or more groups of functionally interchangeable parts, Scheer cannot anticipate 
these claims. 

Withdrawal of the rejections to claims 1-16 is requested. 
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CONCLUSION 

The Appellants respectfully submit that claims 1-16 fully satisfy the requirements of 
35 U.S.C. §§102, 103 and 1 12. In view of me foregoing, favorable consideration and early 
passage to issue of the present application is respectfully requested. 



Dated: March 23. 2QQ6 



Respectfully submitted, 
KEITH K.T. HO 



CARDINAL LAW GROUP 
Suite 2000 

1603 Orrington Avenue 
fivanston, Illinois 60201 
Phone: (847)905-7111 
Fax: (847)905-7113 




^FrankCTNj^oi as 



Registration No. 33,983 
Attorney for Appellants 
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